
 

 

Bolder Advocacy: Your Resource for 501(c)(3) Election Year Advocacy 

  
This midterm election year is an exciting and challenging time for 501(c)(3) nonprofits and funders.  Whether your 

mission relates to education, public health, workers’ rights, science and technology, the arts, immigration policy, or 

another critical issue – you’ll be eager to advocate for your cause so voters and candidates will be focused on it now, 

when it really matters.  The good news is that there are lots of legal and accessible avenues open to you, as a 501(c)(3), 

to do so!  And Bolder Advocacy can help.  Here’s how: 

We can guide you in how to educate and mobilize voters and candidates.  Maybe you’re wondering how to create 

messages for voter education or voter registration drives.  Maybe you’re not sure about the rules that you need to 

follow to introduce candidates to the issues that matter to you, or whether you can host a candidates’ debate.  Or 

maybe you have questions about whether you can incorporate voter registration into other activities you’re doing.  We 

can answer your questions and make it easy for you to get voters informed and get them to the polls. 

We can help you navigate different requirements of state and federal law at election time.  Whether you’re in North 

Dakota or North Carolina, Maine or Montana – our comprehensive set of state law resource materials is available online 

to help you understand your state’s requirements for nonprofit advocacy in an election season. And because you’ll want 

to take full advantage of your rights under federal law too, we have clear and helpful guides on those laws as well.  Need 

more help? Just ask. Call us at 1-866-NP-LOBBY or email us at advocacy@afj.org.  

We have the expertise on how 501(c)(3)s can advocate in coalition with 501(c)(4)s and other nonprofits.  Nonprofits 

often want to combine efforts with other organizations that share their values in order to have the greatest impact.  

Maybe a 501(c)(5) labor union, a 501(c)(3) public charity, and a 501(c)(4) social welfare organization want to work 

together on a cause. Great!  We can help keep the lines clear when it comes to the kinds of election-year activities each 

organization can do, making your coalition much mightier than the sum of its parts.   

We know ballot measures. Elections aren’t just about candidates: they’re about ballot measures, too.  Ballot measures 

are a great way for Americans to participate in direct democracy, and 501(c)(3)s can come out for or against them.  

Make the most of your organization’s right and freedom to be active on ballot measures this year, with help from Bolder 

Advocacy.  

At Bolder Advocacy, we’re as excited about this election season as you are.  That’s why we’re ramping up our   activities 

to provide you with as much support as we can.  Look for more webinars, videos, opportunities for one-on-one 
technical assistance, and printed and online resources on election-year topics.  We’re also deepening our 
bench: building a directory of attorneys who are experts in state campaign finance and lobbying laws, so we 
can offer you the most up-to-date, targeted guidance in the field.  

With so much at stake this election year, now is the time for nonprofits and funders to exercise their advocacy muscles.  

Now is the time to get informed about all your rights, so you can be the best possible advocate for your organization’s 

mission.  As we like to say: now is definitely the time to Be Bold!    
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